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TO THE 


Cy and Counrey. 


Centlemen , and worthy Fdllow-C Hizens and Subjedts, : | 


Have overcome my. ſelf, for your ſake , in two difficulties , which, it may be, have hin- 

: dred many an honeft man from ſpeaking neceſſary Truth; the one is Fear, theother, an 
expectation that ſome*orher Perſon , hetter able ro diſcharge 1t , would have undertaken 
the Progince, For the firſt , I confidered., why ſhould any Engliſhman be affraid to make 

> Uc of his Native Liberty co ſpeak. the: Truth ,, and, diſcharge his Confcience , eſpecially - 

when ſo mgpy bufie men are b.come io bold , nor. only xo whiſper , bur loudly ro-preclaim Diſloy- 
-4-:alty , and are nor ſarisfied to curſe 'the K I'N.6; 19 thei. Thoughts, 1n. their Bed-chamber, bur . 
"are advanced to the confideace ; to Priat and Yubliſh ſuch "Refte&tons upon His moſt Sacred 

n_—_— and the Government ,' as ' now by 'l aw Efabliſhed , as makes rhe Ears of Loyal Subje&s 

rlpgle, -..:;.- Bo a ar LH . 

I confeſs , { wiited with impatience, ro.(ce- ſome bold, and generous Pen endeayour to arreſt - 
the Torrent, 404 fiemihe 3d, be: have HR fog i red 30 wm ExptCarion 3 Hererred, I 
uppors, from what is every true” Engltihroa, ali good | rowtants Duty , by a prevailing rimo- 
rauiſnefle, . leſt riiev ſhould be branded with the infamous Names of Jeſuir , Papiſt, or Popiſhly af- 
fectea: ; Icxped rhe ſame Fare; but yet Names, which are only the Scum and Foam of Arbi- 
trary, and Popular Defamers, ſhall never affrigize me., nor ought co do any Perſon, our of the Du- 
ty we owe to God, our King, and our Countrey. I pcifedily hare and abhor all Popery, Superſti- 
tion, : and Innovation in the Church; and all chat know me, wi are not Inconfiderable, cither for 
number-or'Quality, know me to be a true Church of Erg/and-Kings-Protefiant, 1 dono leſs deteſt 
and abhor all-orher Schiſmarical Pra&ices agd Perſwaſjons, Treacherous and Difſſoyal Dofrines 
and Acions:af Commonwealth-Proreftants, and all rhote , whether Papiits or Schiſmatricks, who 
though they filclaim the odtous Doctrine, yer agree in the horrid and 2bominable Fa@ of King- 
killing. YT LRN Ray 
. Letthem, either, or both ,-fook never ſo demurely upon the matter , *and endeavcur to waſh 

their hands.of ir, by accuſing one anorher , this-rhing was not done in a corner, bur in the face. 
of the Sun, and then avowed by -Diſſenting-Proceſtants , both ia the Publick Memoirs of their. 
Uſurparion , and in their privare Prin's 3; and the Tanocent Bloud of the Juft , as well as their 
own:Impenitent Hearts , are Wirneffes that I am no falie Accuſer * And whatever good Opini- 

on others may haye of this Generation of men, Iam not to Diſſemble , bur tell them ſuch Truths 

as may prick them to the Hearts, and wound them into True Repentance, and thar they lye 
under a-more heavy Guilt than the very 7ews; for rhe Apoſtle excuſes ttem , ina great meaſure, 

of the Guilt of Innocent Bloud:; 1 know, Brethren, that ye did it ignorantly, for , yad ye bnown 
the xord of life and Glory, ye would not have crucified bim; they would have had Plate alter his 
'Superſcriprion,, from, This 2s the Kzng of the Zews, into, That be ſaid he was the King of the Jews; 
Bur eheſe ſhameleſs and Unblufhivg men, flew cheir Natural Liege Lord with the 114pudenrc For- 
malitles ph pr woe Juftice ;'baniſhed: the Lawful Heir , and took Poſſeſſion of the Vineyard, 
-rill the Lord of the Huſbantimen, w:ch his own wonderful hand , brought him back again in 
-* .I hate all. the filly Popiſh*Arts of ſhamming Plots upon the Preſbyrerians, there is no need of 
Ir ,-the whole.Natlon is ſenſible of their Defign by their Endeavours; we know the men , and 
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their Converſation. All honeſt men believe the PopiſhPlot , and have a Deteftation , both 
againſt rhe Principles and PraQices of Popery 3 .and it would be more vigorauſly proſecuc- 
cd, 1f Commonwealth Proteſtants did not endeavour ſo viſibly to make a hand of it, to play 
their own Game: and if ir cirher ſuffers fn irs Reputation, or by delays , we are obliged ro 
Dillcocers for It, who, by their murioous, ſedicious Behaviour , their Elevated Hopes , inſo- 
lent and opprobrious Language againſt the Church and Kings Proteſtants , have pur it be- 
yond diſpuce , rhat they are attempring to play the Old Game again 3 and having got a real Po- 
piſh Plot , refolve to m:ke thar do the ſame Fear , which before they did under the bare Pre- 
aca of onez 723. the Alteratiop and ruine of the Government eſtabliſhed both in Church and 
h i fate. 
NE 108 Ler them never think ro pur out our Eyes quite with the duſt which they raiſe, and the prefaces 
Lt. of Loyalty which they make'; their Predeceſſors did the very ſame, and, I think, were the bercer 
7 bred, and more mannerly of the two: bur, if they mean as they ſay, why do they loo): ſo like the 
Aſs mumping Thiitles, art abhorring the Traiterous Poſition of taking up Arms by hie:Auchotiry 
againft his Majeſties Perſon, Ir is the Duty of every good Subjett , ro endeayour all he can to | 
prelerve the Life of his mott Sacred Majeſty , the Proteſtant Religion and Government in Ehurch } 
and Statey, as It 15 by Law now Eſtabliſhed, againſt all Perſons who ſhall atrempr to rake away the 
one, or alter and jubverc the other ; bur nor one Commonwealch Proteſtant that will agree to ſay + 
or ſwear chisz aud If they neicher can nor wiil do it, Judge all ye People, what Proteſtants, what 
Chriſtians rhey are. | | 

Truth necds noJittle Arrs to ſupport its Credit , it i» Deſign that uſes Paint and Varniſh, We 
King 2nd Church-Proceſtancs ſay, we love both, and will ſincerely endeavour , according to our 
often repeated Sacred Oaths, to ſupport , maintain, and defend both the King and the Church 3 
but the Commonwealch-Proteftahrs, are as *tratd ro rake theſe Oaths, as unwilling ro keep them. 
Quakers will notiwear ar all, Independents, Presbyterians, Anabapriſts, &c, are abhorrers of the 
Ouch of Supremacy , unleis their Pope Intereft gives them a Diſpenſarion to get into an Office or 
Capacity to aff:ont rhe Government z they ſay, they love the King, and the Proteſtant Religion, 

| oe the Churci , bur they equivocate'as bad as Jeſuits tn rhe laſt , and, I fear, diſſemble 1n the 
firſt, 

Their TranſaRiovs indeed have of late been admirable and incomprehenſible, in Defence of the & 
Government and Proteſtant Religion ; as for Inſtance, | | " 

Firft , The Goveramenc hath been afperſed, and in Print too , and we know by what hands, 
with a Deſign ro incroduce Popery and Arbirrary Government, and, which is yet moft incompre- 
hen(ible, a damnable, moſt helliſh, and execrable Plor is diſcovered, ſworn, and believed of the 

' Papiſts, ro cake away the Kings Life, and to ſubvert and alter the Government boch in Church and 
State, Now, for my parr, I belteve the Popiſh Plot ; bur whoſoever believes the other, whatever 
he pretends, cannot believe thatz for they make admirable and Iacomprehenfible Non-ſence of it, 
tha: the Papiſts ſhould be plotting ro Tuine their own Intereſt and Deſign, to ſubyerta Govern» 
ment chart was endeavouring to bring in, optry. | 

Sccondly, Tn order to the preſervation an ſupport of the Government, all Occurrences of State 
are and have becy perverted, to defame the Government, and debauch the People from their Loy- 
alty. A War is made with Hslland, that was purpoſely to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt; a Peace F 
1; concluded, and in defence of. che Netherlands againſt France , the King appears in Arms; why, my 
rch:n char was a Popiſh Army , and defigned to cut our Throats; the Army is diſbanded, and the $7 
P-esoyterian Whiggs 1N Scotland rebell. Alace, poor Souls! they are jugled 1nto it by the Oppret> 
f10;- of che Governmeat, and the Inſtigarion of the Papiſts. Bur Tanger was the pretrieſt Ball; ro 
d1+ Tznzzer iS ready to be loft, and then *tis worth the Lord knows what, the Levent Trade ts rujg- 
cd and [oft : rhe nex poſt Tangzer 15 relieved, and the Alcazde routed 3 why then, *cisnot worth 
tice ch\nking on, *tis a Queſtion wherher it has done us more good or hurt; another while, Tengier 
js fold ro the French King, for no body knows how many hundred thouſand pounds. Ir were end- 
| is to recount all rhat might be ſaid upon this head : 1 will add but one inſtance more, to ſhew 
wiidt Ars have been uſcd to defame the Government, not ſparing the very Perſon of His Majeſt y, 
wh-m God preſerve. You might, within theſe three Months, have had what odds you would, 
r11.:r che Popiſh Lords would never be brought to Tryal ar all; when time proved that a Lye, then, 1 
r-11 to one, Staffard ſhould nor dyez and rhe very warrant for his Execution, was reported to be a -41þ 
P rdJon; well, that would not do : then he would not be Colermaniz'd with the Black Box, bur woul d | 
r= rai-s hefore he lot t's Head, and much was expeRed ar his going down ro the Lords Houſe, *F 
and n-x that he ſhould ialk of a Toleracion as an Expedicnt to bring in Popery : and afrer all | 
t':cſe Lvcs and Forgeries , proved to be ſuchin the face of the World , yer the trade goes on; ; 
ani every little mote in the Eye of the Government, is repreſented to the People to be z 
b-am. SDS E: 

Thirdly , all Arts are uſed to ſtigmarize the truely Loyal King and Church-Proteſtants, with 
names of Infamy, Ma{queraders, Chufch-papifts, Penſioners, Tories, and what nor ? to prevent 
re! being chalen by tne People where they have Voices , and to incapacirate thern for places of 
Truſt in the Government, as a moſt admirable and effettual way to ſupport ir ; nay a moſt incom- 
prehentib!e Indictment was either Intended to be , or was preſented -by a Loyal Grand-Jury, 
agatnft che Kings Guards , In order ro the Preſervation. of His Majeſties Perſon in theſe times of 
eminent Danger 3 and when one of the lying Mercuries of the Tribe, had juſt printed the News, 
-þat 12Ct0. Frinch were ready tobe landed in the Daminions of His Majeſty of Great-Britain, 

& 


IIPET 


/ 


£ 


-— CC. __ 


i 
* 
i 
þ 


(3) 


s C:fnable time to diſarm him, that fo the French or the Papiſts may have the greater Freedb 


t& «4 their Buſineſs. Oh admirable and incomprehenſible Loyalty of Common-wealth-Pro- 

reifants? | 
F.-11:2ly, All the Induſtry imaginable , is uſed to repreſent ſuch perſons to be the firreft Re- 

preſe;;racives of the People, who have been in aGtua! Arms againſt His Majeſty, and His Royal Fa- 


ther : nay, 35 ir is credibly reported, one was recommended to a neighbouring Burrongh, who 


was not © of ihe Council of State, and had abjur'd Charles Steyart, as the breeding of thoſe Loy- 
al Prorefianics, then called the King , but had fald beyond Sea," at the rime of the Tragical Mur- 
ther of rhe 'z:©: King, that rather than there ſhould wan an. Executioner, he would come over, and 
do the Offi:c ; ant I think , it was never certainly known who did it : however, the kind offer fs 


an admirahic an4 incompr: henſible Qualification for a Preſerver of His Majcſties Life, and the Go-' 


vernment now by Las cttablithed, 


Fifthly, The People are continually kept waking with repeated Allarms , both by Printing and 
Coffce-houtz diſcourſes; nothing is ſounded in their Ears but frightful Stories of Dangers,Maſlacres 
Invafious, 1trauge Sights 1n the Air, Apparitions and Viſions 3 and chough rhey have been cheare 
a thouſa;1i rimes over with the ſame thipgs, yer they ate ſo weak, to give Credit to the Reports, 
and confident Reporters, who tell and print the moſt filly Stories, with the ſame Forehead thac 
others do the moic imporcant Truths, and all this, to prepare the people tc expeR ſome dreadful 
Revolutions, which muſt by a cercain Fatalicy befal che State. ; 

Sixthly, Thar which is admirable and incomprehenfib!e even ro the moſt ſurpriſing Aſtoniſh- 
ment, js to ſee Plate and Herod made Friends, Preſbyterians, Quakers, Independents and Ana- 
bapriſcs, who here each other with a mortal 1rceconcileable Hatred, unired as one man throughout 
Englend, to bring in, if poſſible, inco the next Houſe of Commons, perſons thar may ſecure His 
Majelties Perion, the Government , and the Proteſtaut Religion, Bur if they ſettle rhar which is 
now by Law eſtabliſhed, as I hope, Ifthey ſectle any , they will, and ſecurethe Church againſc 
Papiſts, Hereticks,and Schiſmaricks, the great Enemies buth of Church and Scare, rhey will crangely 
diſappoint all rhote peoples ExpeRations. | | 

Now, that you may unlock all thoſe Myiteries; I will lend you aKey 3 itis part-of a Speech, ſpoken 
by 2 late Lord Chancellor, to the Parliament. | | 

My Lords ai:d Gcriilemen, Lec it not be (aid, I beſeech you, of us, what was faid ofthe Senate 
of Rome, Excellentibus ingeniis citius defuit ars qua civen regent, quan, qua boſien perdant , (they 
were greater Maſters in conquering their Enemies, .chao governing their Cirjzens ) ler not thoſe 


Scorpions ((peaking of Common- wealch Proteſtants ) be kepr warm in our boſoms clll chey (ring us 


to Death; ler not thoſe who, hate the Goveroment, and would deſtroy the Government (I have not 


heard. that they are changed (ince ) ler nat them be ſheltred under the Shadow and ProreRion of 


che Government. Ir is poſſible , and God knows it is bur poſſible , char ſome men who are no 
Friends to this or that part of the Government (for you are not to believe , that they always diſco» 


ver what they are in truth moſt angry wich) tho would nor buy rheſe Alterations they moſt deſire, 


ac rhe price ofa Givil War; they would bring it ny about, wait for a godly Parllament, and do 
ali by their conſent: ( this is no ſham Plot) Yer theſe perſons muſt not take it ill, that we cannor 
defire they ſhould ever have it in their power, to bring theſe Alterations to paſs by thoſe means the 
now ſeem to abhor. And I do heartily wiſh,k am ſure they will nor be the worſe men,nor the worſe 
Subjects for ir,thar rhey would a little refl-& upon whar' is paſt,Femember how muca they have 
once doue(as they then prerended) more chan they intended ro have done, nay, which they did 
heartily abhor che thought of doing 3 and they will find, rhar the only way to preſerve themſelves 
intiocent, is co keep their Minds from being vitiated by the firſr Impresſions, by Jealoufies, Mur- 
murings, and Repinings 3 and above all , by che Converſarions of xhoſe men who would facri- 
fice the Peace of the Kingdom to their own Ambition , Pride , ( Revenge ) or even totheir Hy- 
mour. E 

Thus far , he like an Oracle or a Prophet. If therefore you find any perſons to whorh this 
CharaQer does agree, it is your Inrereft as weil as your Duty , to deliberate long before you 
Imbarque with ſuch Pexſons , who, ler their pretences be never fo fair and popular, yer fail 
by the Compaſs of Diſcontent or Revenge : and fince rhis Lord has put you upon RefleRion 


- and Canſideration, which are the methods of Wiſdom , ler me offer ſome neceſſary Refic&ions 


and Conſiderations ro your ſerious Thoughts, in which I appeal co the whole World, whether 
they are not wholſom Truths. 


1. Refle& upon the end of things : that is the firſt thing to be conſidered by all thoſe who pre- 


© tend co be managed by Prudence; whirher can theſe unlawful Arts of trraducing and maligni 


the Government, lead us atthe laſt, but ro Sedicions avd Tumujrs, and the unexprefſible Calami- 
ties of a Civil War : And what is to be got by that, but certatnJavery, ifuſurping Rebels ſhould 
prevail? For ſuch to ſecure that Tyranny which they have gotten by the Sword, muſt govern ar- 
bicrarily and by the Sword, as you have found by former deplorable Experience. Nor can any ra- 
tional Perſon ſuppoſe, that chey who will not be governed by the old and known Laws of the 
Land, will ſubmit ro any, when they zre the Legiſtators by virtue of the Hngeſt ſword; andif 
Right ſhould prevail, as *tris odds bur it will, not many Rebellions have been proſperous ; conſider 
how many Immunicies, Charters, Grants and Liberries, may be forfeited, which you now enjoy 5 
and thar though a gracious Oblivion may pardon Life, yet it will not be oubged to reſtore thoſe 
Franchiſes which royal Boanty has conferr*d upen your Anceſtors,and that potterity may curſe th 

Memory of thoſe who gave the occafion of their Lofs. 2, Refi 
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2+;Refle& , how good, gracious, juſt and merciful a Prince you have, how happy you may live F 
unde His cafig Government, how willing He is to comply with His People, in whatever is con- -# 
ſiſtent with ls Safery, Honour, Conſcience , and His Coronation Oath ; to defire more. , 15 not 5. 
only ingratefully to diſoblige Him, bur.unreafonable, 'and which, no private perſon, not the mean= 
ct} Subje& , bur would think it injurious to be impoſed upon, in point of Honour or Con- 
{cience, | | 

' 3. R-fled, eſpecially ſuch as have been guilty of the lare Rebellion, how great an Arrear you are 
in cc gracious Act of Oblivion 3 and if you have not made the Scores even berwixt God and you 
by true Repencance, haw much you are run behind hand to the Avenger of Innocent Bloud , and 
dg nor by cunning furcher upon the Score, pull down divine Vengeance upon your Heads. There 
1s a ſtrange Facality in the number Forty , Forty years long was I grieved ( faith Almighty God ) 
with the wicked Generation of Murmurtrs ana Rebels in the wilderneſs, and at laſt, be ſwore they (nould 
Not enter znto bis Reft, Forty years paſſed over the wicked Jews, before the overflowing Flood of 
Vengeance overtook them for the Innocent Bloud of the Son of God, bur then ir came to purpoſe, 
It 1s nov near forty years, fince the late horrid and unnatural Rebellion began, wherein our Royal 
Soveraign was murdered by tne barbarous hands of Uſurping Common-wealth Proteftantrs 3 and 
ler them look to 1t, and aſſure themiſelves , if they break ouc into Tumults, Sedicion, or Rebclli- 
on, his Prophetick Threatning will fall upon them. TI believe ( faith he, ſpeaking of the Tumults) 
the Juſt Avenger of all Diſorders, will in time, make thoſe men, and:that City , ſee their fin in 
the Glaſs of their Puniſhment. *Tis more than an even Lay , that they may one day (ce them- 
ſelves puniſhed by that way they offended; I pray God avert it, however, out of pure Com- 
paſſion , I recommend 1t to your ſerious conſideration , and that though rhere is a furure State 
wherein rYuniſhmenrt may be differed as to private Perſons, yer Communities and Bodics -poli- 
Fn being nor capable of that ,, uſually mcer their Puaiſhmenc in this World , when they of- 

end. = Ts | 
In ſhort, permit me to tell you this home Truth , which you ſhall moſt certainly find juſtified 
-by Experience: - -That you may run the ſame. Circle of Miſery ( but do not make your ſelves ſure 
of Sacceſs, far you will be miſtaken, lernor him thar putteth on his Harneſs , boaſt like him thar 
-Purtech ic off ) you ſhall never ſec this Nation ſecured in a happy Peace, till Sober, Wiſe, Ju- 
.dici6us and moderate men, by Moderate, Cool, and healing Councils, reſcue both the Church and 
-Stare fram the Acrempts of Popery on the one hand , and the Invafions-of Common-wealth-Pro- 
+ eſtanzs, Schiſmaricks, on the other, which howeyer, ſome may look upon as impoſſible; yer there 
: Is a Power that. is able to effe& great Wonders ; and fure , -none ought to be tempred'to diſpair, 
-- Whib can temember His Majeſties happy -and miraculous Reſtauration, and how the Sword fell 
. Qite*of;che hands of His Enemics - Remember this, and oclicye there is the ſame Providence to 
3 Protefttim Bill ,-and to confound All itic £irdinpes of His , and che Encmies ofour Peace and 
= CS OS an am | BK 
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